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United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

OFFICE  OF  EXPERIMENT  STATIONS 

CIRCULAR  NO.  22 


Subject  index  of  the  literature  of  agricultural  experiment  stations 

and  kindred  institutions 


Washington,  D.  C,  November,  1891. 

]  (ear  Sub  : 

In  view  of  the  mass  and  variety  of  literature  issued  by  the  Agricultural  Experiment 
Stations  and  kindred  institutions  in  this  and  other  countries,  the  desirability  of  a  general 
index  has  impressed  itself  upon  this  Office  from  the  time  of  its  organization.  The  need  of 
such  an  index  has  been  deeply  felt  by  the  station  workers,  and  has  often  been  expressed  in 
their  meetings  and  through  correspondence  with  this  Office.  Various  considerations  have, 
however,  made  it  impracticable  to  begin  the  issuing  of  the  index  until  the  present  time. 
The  importance  of  this  work  made  it  all  the  more  necessary  that  the  plans  for  its  accom- 
plishment should  be  carefully  matured.  It  was  felt  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  enter  upon 
the  task  until  the  stations  had  become  well  enough  established  to  discover  with  some  exact- 
ness what  they  needed  in  this  direction,  and  this  Office  had  had  the  necessary  experience 
in  the  treatment  of  station  literature.  Financial  considerations  have  also,  up  to  this  time, 
prevented  the  Office  from  bestowing  any  considerable  amount  of  time  and  energy  on 
a  systematic  indexing  of  literature.  We  are  glad  to  say,  however,  that  the  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  this  work  have  been  largely  overcome,  and  that  the  first  installment  of  the 
index  is  ready  for  distribution. 

Much  study  has  been  devoted  not  only  to  the  general  plan  and  arrangement  of  the 
subject  matter  of  the  index,  but  also  to  the  typographical  and  other  details.  The  advice 
and  assistance  of  station  workers  and  of  individuals  who  have  had  experience  in  the 
making  of  indexes,  has  been  sought.  Especial  acknowledgment  is  due  to  Dr.  Goodell  of 
Massachusetts  and  Dr.  Frear  of  Pennsylvania,  who  acted  as  a  committee  of  the  Association  of 
American  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations  to  aid  this  Office  in  defining  its 
plans  for  the  index.  Many  opinions  regarding  the  arrangement  of  the  index  have  been 
brought  out,  and  it  is  not  expected  that  in  its  present  form  it  will  meet  all  the  varied 
requirements  of  individual  workers.  It  is  expected,  however,  that  experience  will  show 
that  the  plan  adopted  will  meet  the  needs  of  students  of  agricultural  science  as  far  as  could 
reasonably  be  hoped. 

The  index  of  current  American  station  literature  begins  with  the  year  1890.  Work  has 
also  been  begun  on  the  past  American  literature  and  will  proceed  from  1890  back  to  the 
beginning  of  investigations  in  agricultural  science  in  this  country.  As  soon  as  practicable 
foreign  literature  will  be  taken  up. 


The  general  plan  on  which  the  index  will  be  constructed  maybe  briefly  outlined  as  fol- 
lows: The  subjects  with  which  agricultural  science  deals  have  been  grouped  under  a  limited 
number  of  general  topics.  These  topics  have  been  divided  and  subdivided  only  so  far  as 
seemed  necessary  to  facilitate  references  to  the  individual  entries  of  the  index.  One  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  in  the  classification  of  the  subjects  treated  in  agricultural  science  arises 
from  their  mixed  nakue,  due  not  only  to  their  economic  relations,  but  also  to  their  involv- 
ing matters  which  in  a  strictly  scientific  classification  would  belong  under  two  or  more 
separate  heads.  This  difficulty  is  increased  by  the  practical  necessity  of  keeping  the 
index  within  reasonable  limitations  as  regards  size.  As  far  as  possible  the  duplication  of 
entries  by  cross-references  is  to  be  avoided  in  an  index  of  this  magnitude.  As  the  work  of 
the  stations  reaches  out  in  many  directions  into  the  domain  of  pure  as  distinguished  from 
applied  science,  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  index  for  entries 
relating  to  the  general  principles  of  the  various  sciences  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of 
experimental  investigations  in  agriculture.  A  further  reason  for  this  arrangement  is 
that  there  will  thus  be  a  place  in  the  index  where  any  works  on  science  which  are  found 
to  be  useful  to  students  in  agricultural  lines  can  be  referred  to.  This  will  afford  the  widest 
opportunity  for  the  extension  of  the  index  by  individual  students  for  their  own  special 
purposes.  It  should  be  clearly  recognized  that  any  attempted  classification  of  such  varied 
and  complex  subjects  will  be  more  or  less  unsatisfactory  to  the  individual  student.  Experi- 
ence will  doubtless  show  in  what  direction  the  classification  adopted  can  be  extended  or 
improved. 

The  index  will  be  printed  on  cards.  This  system  has  been  adopted  because  experience 
seems  to  show  that  it  affords  the  greatest  opportunity  for  diversification  of  arrangement 
and  for  the  indefinite  extension  of  an  index  under  a  single  classification.  The  cards  will 
he  of  the  standard  library  size,  individuals  who  have  had  most  experience  in  the  prepara- 
tion and  use  of  card  indexes  being  almost,  unanimous  in  advocating  this  size  of  card. 
The  divisions  and  subdivisions  have  been  arranged  on  a  decimal  system  and  will  be  plainly 
indicated  by  the  use  of  division  cards  of  different  colors. 

Each  index  card  will  contain  the  title  of  an  article,  the  name  of  its  author,  a  reference 
to  the  publication  in  which  it  appeared  and  to  the  Experiment  Station  Record,  and  a  con- 
densed statement  of  its  contents.  At  the  upper  right-hand  corner  of  the  card  will  be  found 
a  number  indicating  under  what  head  the  card  should  be  placed  in  the  index.  The  order 
in  which  the  cards  are  printed  will  be  indicated  at  the  lower  left-hand  corner. 

A  key  to  the  index,  containing  the  system  of  classification,  will  accompany  the  first 
installment  of  cards. 

One  copy  of  the  index,  will  be  sent  to  each  of  the  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experi- 
ment Stations. 

The  Department  expects  and  desires  free  and  thorough  criticism  of  this  index.  It  is 
especially  desirable  that  those  interested  in  its  use  should  promptly  transmit  to  the 
Department  information  of  any  errors  or  other  detects  observed  in  the  index,  together 
with  suggestions  as  to  its  improvement  as  regards  both  general  plan  and  details. 

Respectfully, 

A.  A\r.  Harris, 

Director. 


